Di Sp| ay Ladder There'ssomething nostalgic about an old wooden ladder.

| remember asachild, climbing every
one | came across on my grandpa’s
farm. It seemed like you could see
for milesfrom up there. Today, wood
ladders are arare find. Even if you
dofind one, you can’'t seefor miles.
They’'re called kilometers now and
somehow, it just doesn’t feel sofar!
So in memory of old ladders, let's
build aniceoneto display our treas-
ures and hold afew CD’stoo.

To get started, visit your local
lumberyard and purchase three nice
1 x 6 x 72" boards. Choose one to
cutinto5—14" piecesfor the‘steps
and two for ripping at 4” wide for
the verticals. With one of the lefto-
ver strips, rip and cut 5 pieces 3/8” x
3/8” x 14" long for the backstop on
each shelf.

To complete shelf preparation, rough
and finish-sand shelvesand verticles
prior to attaching them together. It’'s
much easier to sand at thispoint. It's
also agreat timeto use alittle crea-
tivity. With alittle extra sanding on
front cornersand edges, you can cre-
ate the illusion of time worn steps.
Assemble the steps by gluing and
clamping the strips to the back top
edge.

Mark the shelf heightsand anglesas
shown in the diagram on one of the
vertical pieces. Mark the bottom cut
lineand top scallop at the sametime.

| haven't provided a pattern for the
top curvesbecause | used alitre can

MATERIALSLIST

2 verticas 34x4x72
5 steps 3/4x51/2x 14
5 back stops 3/8x 3/8x 15

20 wood screws #8x 2 1/2
20 cup washers #8

as atemplate to mark the curves |
liked. You can’'t get much simpler
than that!

Stack the marked vertical on top of
the other and use clear tape to hold
them together securely.

Cut top and bottom and drill pilot
holes for #8 screws while both
pieces are held together with the
tape. Remove tape. Rough and fin-
ish-sand verticalsto your liking.

If you plan on staining your ladder
prior to clear coating, | find it much
easier to do so prior to assembly
(especially on easy-to-assemble
projectslikethisone).

Finally, assemble with #8 x 2 1/2”
wood screws and cup washers. The
cup washers add theillusion of the
old through-bolts that were used in
wood ladder construction.
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Clear coat the entire assembly in-
cluding over the screw headsand cup
washers. Thiswill preservethebright
zinc finish which would otherwise
tarnish and rust.

You are ready to display! If you are
concerned that the base of ladder
might slide out on your particular
floor material, two strips of self-ad-
hesive closed cell foam tape on the
bottom of each vertical will give
added grip. If youare till concerned,
you could always add two picture
hangers to the top of the verticals
and hook your ladder to fastenersin
your wall.

Asfor grandpa’sladders, they never
looked quite this good. Enjoy!
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